Today, data is being generated, contributed, collected and processed at rates faster than any other time in history. While considerable research has gone into organizing, synthesizing and making sense of this data, provenance of both the original data and the methods applied to it is often ignored or considered as an afterthought. However, the need for data provenance continues to play an important role in information science, arguably more so in today's sensor-rich data universe than in previous years. As the amount of data contributed through social media applications, mobile devices, and other user-generated sources continues to increases, so too does the need to investigate the trustworthiness of the information and the expertise of the people contributing it. Not only does a focus on provenance improve accountability but it also allows scientists, policy makers, and the public to consider questions surrounding the credibility of the content, sources, and methods used in collecting and contributing geospatial data.
topics pertaining to provenance and credibility of spatial and platial data. The interest in the topic is encouraging and speaks to the fact that this is a subject very much on the minds of many geospatial scientists. We hope that this interest remains and that researchers continue to consider aspects of these topics as they move forward in their scientific endeavors. We would like to thank the authors who submitted manuscripts for consideration in this special feature, the reviewers who provided essential feedback on the submissions, and the JOSIS editors for their input and patience throughout the process.
